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MINUTES 

Members in Attendance: 
 

X Cook, Betsy X Ellerman, Wendy X Kuntz, Roberta X Nagy, Kate 
        

X Cooper, Lisa  Fulton, Heidi X Margetta, Melody  Smith, Suzanne 
        

 Coursey, Shaye  Kephart, Jacinta X Montoro, Ron X Vinnard, Adrienne 
        

X Duangsitti, Pali X Johnson, Darcy     

 

ITEM ACTION REQUESTED  

1. Call to Order/Introductions  

 

The meeting was called to order by Melody Margetta at 4:14 pm. 

2. Review/Approval of February 6, 

2012 MINUTES 

 

Pali Duangsitti moved to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2012 

meeting.  Ron Montoro seconded the motion.  It passed without 

correction.  It was noted that the agenda and sign-in sheet for today’s 

meeting (March 5, 2012), was incorrectly noted as March 7, 2012.  

Documents will be revised with the correction. 
 

3. Emergency Items 

 

No emergency items were presented. 

 

1. Master Plan for English Learners 

 English Learner Advisory 

Committee (ELAC)  

 

Melody Margetta presented the following report: 

Forty-four students have submitted applications to participate in the California 

Junior Scholarship Federation.  A tour of UCSD is being planned.  The first 

meeting will be March 15, 2012.   

 

Melody is continuing to work on the R30 census and notes that this year we have 

more languages represented at Marston than in previous years.  She is working 

on a comparison of the last five years.  She is hoping to have the English learner 

conferences completed before the CST preparation begins.  She uses CST and 

CELDT scores to talk to students about setting a goal and creating a plan for 

reclassification out of English learner status. 

 

Melody is one of the support providers to English learners with multiple F 

grades on progress reports. 

 

At the last ELST training, the conversation was about purposeful placement of 

English learners in Structured English Immersion (SEI) or Mainstream English 

Classes (MEC).  Marston does a nice job with this.  Information was also shared 

about common core standards and making them user-friendly.  The focus is on 

Career and College Readiness with more emphasis on informational text.  

Something new in the district is a “Seal of Biliteracy” which will be attached to 

the high school diplomas of all students who are fluent in two or more 

languages. 



 

The next Marston ELAC meeting in March 8, 2012. The next DELAC meeting 

is March 22, 2012. 

 

2. Monitoring the Site Plan for 

Student Achievement 

 Academic Vocabulary 

 F Grade Recovery Task Force 

 Common Assessments & 

Benchmark Assessments 

 Learning UpGrade 

 

Due to continuing difficulties with the update to DataDirector, Betsy did not 

have information to share about the Academic Vocabulary Pre-test and the 

comparison charts for our common assessments and the district benchmarks.   

 

The F Grade Task Force is continuing to meet with students and mentor them in 

regards to getting homework help and being organized for class and homework.  

With each progress report they celebrate those students who have made progress 

(incentives provided through a grant from the PTSA) while also adding new 

students to their caseloads who have allowed their grades to slip. 

 

Betsy shared information about student and teacher use of Learning UpGrade.  

As of February 16, 2012, students had completed 8,118 hours on the courses.  

This represents 34,464 completed lessons.  Ms. Matas; students hold the record 

for the most hours logged in at 1,324.  Mr. Vaught’s students are in second place 

with 871 hours.  Ms. Hashimoto’s students are in 3
rd

 place with 683 hours. 

 

3. Budgets  

 Discussion of Class Size 

Waiver Request to CDE by 

Board of Education:  Office of 

Accountability is requesting 

our discussion of and feedback 

about the increase in class size 

for 2012-13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Budget Comparisons for 2011-

12 to 2012-13 

 

 Reallocation of Restricted 

Funds 

         

In anticipation of the discussion of a class size waiver, Betsy Cook distributed 

the Summary Recommendations from Superintendent Kowba and pointed out 

the changes to class size at elementary, middle and high school. 

 

Betsy Cook introduced the request by the Office of Accountability to have a 

discussion about a waiver request to the California Department of Education by 

the Board of Education.  The following represents the content of the discussion: 

 

“Let me see if I have this right, the State of California can’t give us money to run 

the district, but not giving us enough money requires a waiver to class size that 

they demand?  That sounds ludicrous.” 

“It is inevitable that class size will go up and saving money is important.” 

“No one wants class size to go up.” 

 “They are going to take money from the district when they aren’t giving us 

enough money to begin with.” 

“It’s like saying, ok, go ahead and do it.” 

“I don’t agree with class size going up, but if the waiver will save us money, I 

am in favor of that.” 

“If they aren’t going to give us the money, they better give us the waiver.” 

“I am very angry that my child may be in a class with 40 students.  He shouldn’t 

be placed in that position.  I totally disagree with this.” 

“These kids are my students, and this is unacceptable.” 

“It’s horrible, but it is inevitable if we can save money.” 

 

Lisa Cooper made a motion to oppose a waiver requesting class size limits are 

suspended in Diego Unified School District.  Adrienne Vinnard seconded the 

motion.  Eight people agreed with the motion.  One person Disagreed.  One 

person abstained. 

 

Betsy Cook distributed a chart she had created comparing the 2011-12 budget to 

the proposed 2012-13 budget.   

 

Betsy Cook shared two printed resources with the group that she thought would 

be of benefit to both 6
th
 grade students and their parents.  Both of these printed 

materials are about adjusting to middle school.  Wendy Ellerman made a motion 

to reallocate funds in 30106 in the following manner:  $950 from 1192 (visiting 



teacher) to 4301 (Instructional Supplies) for 6
th
 grade Advisory materials; and 

30103:  $700 from 5920 to 4304 to purchase brochures “12 Ways to Help Your 

Child in Middle School.”  Kate Nagy seconded the motion.  It was passed 

unanimously without further discussion. 

 

4. Public Address 

  

No requests were made to address the committee.   

5. Adjournment 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 pm. 

 

  


